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AdsML Gets Nod

By Bob Trott

d=ML, a dotn-exchange stoncard desigmed to provide one sei of spec-
ifications lor electronically tmnsmitting adventising information Lo
miualtiple businesses, s moving forward st NEXPO® with new
propesals and new supporters of the proposed stagwlard,

The AdsML Corsortium Steering Commitiee approved the initial version of
the standard-the AdsML "ervelope,” so called becouse it carries information
up mnd down the sdvertising supply chain- a plenary session Saturday,
Meanwhibe, the next iterntion of AdsML alresdy s in the works,

"We'ne approving the final requirements on the new work and [giving) final
approval of the old work,” says John [obst, viee president of newspager oper-
tions and research for Technieal Solutions LLEC, a joint operation of NAA and
Ifrm, the German-based intermational organization serving the medin publishing
amd newspaper industry.

AdsML 20, which lobst says is on track for final approval in October, adds
Turvctionality to the initial version of the e-commerce exchange specilications
redepsed lost Chefober,

Based on Extensible Markup Language (XML), AdsML is the first intema-
tional dais-exchange standard for electronically trnsferring informustion in the
sdvertising industry. The message format enables the packaging, transmission,
verification, validation and rowting of advertising content and related dita

One tmprovement that version 2.0 will adid s the ability to capture adver-
tising classification and content information in ads that do ot offer such infor-
mastion currently, such os video and graphics. Yersion 2.0 also will add
c-eommeres functions,

Some 25 companies are members of the AdsML Consortium. lobst says The
Associated Press will add its name to the roll, signaling o growing enthusiasm
for the proposed standard. =

Frodik Muk hostar, loft. and David Lightfoot of
Salftware Consislting Services in Hazarath, Pa., don
boater hats mnd Fades teelr glasses in o toast to good
times during NEXNPO 2004 in the nation's capital Goss

Intemntional Corp. sponsored Saturday's red, whits and
blue welcome reception for exhibitors and attendess.
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